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Theological intense questionswere an early part of my Christian walk. Asa babein
Christ, | first purchased Strong’s “Systematic Theology” which at once began to
challenge my private concepts of who God isand how he moves amongst his
creation. The fundamentals of the faith were imbedded into my conscience at the
church | attended regularly of Plymouth Brethren descent.

| remember being Petrinein my apprehension of truth. | questioned everything |
cameto love and adore later on in my more matureyearsasa believer. In a sense
therefore, what | did learn the hard way has been eked out through long and
laborioustimes of lear ning. When one comesto truth thisway, doubt no longer
haunts as a persistent thorn.

Of course, now | realize, thereisno other process which fitsthe scriptural mode.
Many become weary when even thinking of spending six monthsto a year,
resear ching biblical answerswhen confronted with certain Pauline truth.

But, being trueto God, the scripture and my own gnawing sear ch for solid answers,

| began to put my mouth where my wallet was. It was 1973 and the town was

Denver Colorado. Therewas an excellent book store there which operated under the
name of “Christian Discount Bookstore”. Few Christian bookstor estoday could

ever hopeto attain such satisfaction from its purveyors. Thishaven for the
spiritually afflicted did not havereligiousjunk cluttering itsallies. It majored on
Theology and huge sets of commentaries. There was not much one had to order or
couldn’t find. It was a beautiful placeto start alibrary. Sometimes| felt sorry for
the owners, because ther e was no way anyone was making much profit at those

mar ked down prices. So, invest | did with noregrets.

One of my first spiritual lessons came through a very close brother intheLord. Asa
matter of fact hewasmy first best friend asa new creation. In retrospect, theLord
used thisindividual to teach meavery important lesson in my first year asadisciple
in training, never play “follow theleader”! No matter how impressed you may be.

Therewasa silent stirring of Pentecostalism in my first church. A girl started
attending our fellowship who came from a Brethren background. She was
charismatic but never told anyone. We found out later, that her intentions wereto
convert our little fellowship to Pentecostalism, secretly.

My best friend, Kit Payne, was attracted to her and began going to outside bible
studieswith her. These studies, or rather gatherings, were charismatic in content.
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But he never said much about them, other than they wereinteresting and that he
liked their new per spectives. Certain onesin the assembly wer e being plagued with
various sins and temptations of theflesh. In 1972 and 1973, demon exor cism was a
popular Christian topic and our fellowship was not immune.

| lived in alarge house with as many as 12 other brothersin the Lord whom |
considered spiritual. The house was divided into 5 or 6 small apartmentsthat were
all accessible from theinside. This made mealsand inner fellowship easier.

Therewere usually several bible studies going on at our house in any given week.
Everyonewasvery active, perhapstoo active.

One night, Kit came home from one of these outside meetingswith arather odd
story. He said a believer that night had a demon cast out of him. Everyonewas a
little floored. Some questioned the activity. Othersmarveled. | was morethan alittle
dubious. Then amonth later, Kit said that his problems concerning a certain sin
had been alleviated that very evening. We all wanted to know how. He said that a
demon of lust was exor cised from him at the meeting that night. | took him aside
and interrogated him asif to say he may have been mistaken. But he assured me
that it wasreal. | asked how he knew for sure and he said he smelled a strong sulfur
like scent asthe demon was expelled. Then it seemed asthough a huge burden had
been lifted from his soul. He also mentioned that he no longer had a temptation in
thoseregards.

There wereothersthat began to relate other so called phenomena’s of the spirit.
The elders held a general meeting to deal with thisissue. They took a dispensational
stand that the “sign gifts” werenot for today and that no one wasto associate with
these kind of happenings. Most of their material was taken from the Scofield bible
and other Brethren works. Many upheld their discernment about the matter. Some
did not.

Other than this Pentecostal matter, | never heard any moreteaching in that church
about dispensations. That wasthefirst and only mention. It wasasif the eldersonly
used thistruth to deal with the outbreak at hand, and then ssimply shelved
dispensationalism.

Thiswas my first exposureto the doctrine. It seemed to handle the outbreak pretty
well. It made sense to me. But for those who wer e alr eady headlong into these
oddities, they could not under stand why it only applied for the early church and not
for today.



Many yearslater | cameto understand that the only time some church leaders ever
teach the distinctions about Acts 2 dispensationalism, isto avoid charismatic fervor.

There ssimply isno other biblical refutation, which answer s so conclusively and thus
preventsthe bizarre antics of Pentecostalism. Thisiswhy many top leaders of
Pentecostalism over the decades have detested dispensationalism the most. Because
it stiflestheir so called revivalsdead in their tracks. They have admitted as much
publicly.

Thefirst timel heard of John Calvin, was at a Plymouth Brethren meeting held by
S. LewisJohnson in 1972. Thetext of that sermon was 2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we
are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of thetruth: | had just been saved several months earlier and
was still in a haze of spiritual elation. The majority from our group that attended
this service wer e in disagreement with much of the content that was Calvinistic. But
asababein Christ, | didn’t seewhat all thefluster was about. It made good senseto
me from that point on. Of course, the particulars of the doctrine of election would
not take shapein my own understanding for several yearsto come.

The next encounter with God’s Sovereignty in my life was through the tape ministry
of a church in Columbus Ohio, Riverside Bible Church. The preaching of their
pastor wasvery unique. He taught ver se by ver se by exposition. But there was
something else that stood out from the norm about histeaching. That wastherare
gift and consistent ability to uplift the person of Christ while preaching. One would
expect thisto bethe norm in overall Christianity, but not so!

Mid Acts dispensationalism wasthefir st teaching that made a differencein my
theology. For year sthe Sermon on the Mount was a perplexity to me. Many of the
Plymouth brethren ministries wer e teaching a lot of life application from the
Matthew 5-7 context. | had a problem seeing how | fit into that text. Personally |
couldn’t make my lifefit. | tried to spiritualize such versesas Matthew 5:3 Blessed
arethepoor in spirit: for theirsisthe kingdom of heaven.

The prevailing sense amongst many Brethren wasit was more spiritual to be poor
financially than to have thingsin thisworld. Insurance was oneitem that a certain
brother frowned on. Thissort of inter pretation was construed from such passages as
Matthew 6:25 Thereforel say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
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eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is
not thelife

mor e than meat, and the body than raiment? Matthew 6:31 Thereforetake no
thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall
we be clothed? Matthew 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the
morrow shall take thought for thethingsof itself. Sufficient unto the day isthe evil
ther eof.

Now | know these verses are designed by interpretation for the Kingdom saints as
they enter their hope on earth after we are raptured. But back then | wastruly
befuddled. It isamazing how many endur e this confusion and turn from thetruth.
But that is exactly what Paul prophesized, 2 Tim. 4:3+4, “For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap
to themselvesteachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears
from thetruth, and shall beturned unto fables.”

Then | was swayed by thisinter pretation being ignorant of the truth of Pauline
revelation. Yet there are some Christians who shrug off the responsibilities of
coming to gripswith certain teachings saying, “doctrineisn’t that important. It is
better to livethelifethan study it.” | know now thissort of reasoning is simply not
biblical. What a person believes about the Sermon on the M ount definitely does
directly affect hislifeasit did with mein my first year asa believer!

In retrospect, there were many passages of common scripture which just didn’t
add up in my life. The epistle of James was naturally another one. Luther also
struggled here so that was comforting. But past men in the faith, though gifted by
the Lord and men of esteem only satisfy temporarily. It isessential that each
individual believer work out hisown edification and inter pretations for himself as
heisinstructed by the Holy Spirit on hisown in the scriptures. Anything else
resultsin asimilar product asseen in 1 Corinthians 3:4 For whileone saith, | am
of Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; areye not carnal? The pattern isalways
the same when we make a habit of accepting what someone else has said about an
important doctrine. Paul saysin chapter one of first Corinthians, verseten, Now |
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
samething, and that there be no divisons among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. Theword, divisions,
Isthegreek word sci snma, schisma. It meansarent, or dissension. It iswherewe
get our English word for schism.
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What Paul was war ning the Corinthian church of, hasin fact been reproduced
over the centuriessincethen, a myriad of times. It grievesthe sincereat heart just
to think of thetrail of countless, and at times bloody, sectsthe body of Christ has
illegitimately produced! We call it denominationalism. Why, it even sounds,
evangelically, acceptable. Indeed, thereligious flesh has perfected thismisery to a
mystical har mony, we call it Roman Catholicism. How many popes have ruled
over thehistory of such catastrophes. How many mini popes have spread their
wiles amongst the countless millions of uninstructed and car eless believer s of
yester days gone by.

Asthisisbeing written, the BBF isin the midst of another split by it’s elected
head! The pattern isfixed even in the camps of “Bereans”. For sure, thesearethe
last days of the body of Christ. But, one wonderswhat it was like for Darby and
hissuccessor E.W. Bullinger! They aswell must have suffered, living with
continual rejection being branded a heretic by the majority of Christianity.

Such islifeaswe know it here and now that is. | wastaking to S. L ewis Johnson
while at hischurch in Dallas Texasrecently, | asked him if he travels much
anymor e amongst the Plymouth churches. He lamented that, the brethren had
black balled him from their circles shortly after he began teaching 5 point
Calvinism. | thought to myself, you should try being both a mid acts
dispensationalist, and at the sametime a5 pointer. But | held my peace. It’s easy
to feel sorry for your self.

Sometimesit’s not easy, but thetruth also divides aswell as unifies. Don’t confuse
thiswith 1 Corinthians one and two, that was carnality. Remember, our sword is
honed on 2 sides. | often reflect that these sidesrepresent Gods Sovereignty on
one, and right division on the other. Hebrews 4:12 For theword of God is quick,
and powerful, Thought, was the word of God always double edged? Thetensein
the greek is present tense [when Paul wrote Hebrews], uops, | spilled over, sorry.
Not every good Berean believesthat Paul wrote Hebrews.

What must it be like today for otherswho only have a one sided sword? Such as
those arminian mid actsers. Contraire, those Calvinists who think most
eschatology has already taken place? Then there are those without either sidethat
Issharp, can we call that a club? Sometimesin discussionswith such, it seemsas
though we ar e getting beat up. Praise God, are these the per secutions Paul is
gpeaking of in 2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. Maybe partly. ........ to be continued






