Luke: Jewish Witer to the Jewi sh Nation

The Scofield Bible in its introduction to the Book of Luke says,
"He (Luke) was of Jewi sh ancestry, but his correct G eek marks him as

a Jew of the dispersion.”
There is nuch evidence to support this statement, but very

little evidence to support the theory that Luke was a Gentile.

Romans 3:1,2 states, "Wat advantage then bath the Jew? or what
profit is there of circuntision? Mich every way: chiefly because that

unto themwere comitted the oracles of God." The Jews' chief advantage

and privilege, then, was that the Wrd of God cane through them The
phrase "oracles of God" does not nmean just the O d Testanment, because
Pet er speaks of the New Testanent writings also as oracles of God. "If
any nman speak, let himspeak as the oracles of God..." (I Peter 4:11)

Even those New Testanent books witten to Gentiles were witten by
a man who was thoroughly a Jew, the apostle Paul. He was "taught
according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers" (Acts 22:3)
and his knowl edge of the scriptures is seen in his nany references to
the A d Testanent. Al so Hebrews was witten by one who had this
background (evidently Paul).

Si nce the book of Hebrews and the epistles of Janmes, Peter, and
John are addressed to Jew sh believers and especially concerned with
Cod's prom ses and prophecies to themis it not reasonable that the
witers of
t hese books were Jews? In the sane light, if the book of Luke and the
Acts are primarily concerned with God's dealings with Israel, isn't it
| ogical to again assune that the witer was Jew sh?

Many have assuned that Luke was a Gentile, but there is no rea
evi dence to support this. They say he has a Gentile nane - so does
Mar k. Sone have reasoned from Col ossians 4:10-11 that since Luke was
not mentioned with those "of the circuntision", but was spoken about
three verses later, that he was not to be included as one of the
circuntision (Israel). However, nothing is said there to indicate that
he was not also of that nation

It has al so been stated by sone that the Book of Luke was written

froma Gentile viewpoint. But if we understand that he was witing



concerni ng the prophecies and pronises to the nation Israel, then we
woul d realize that this book is primarily froma Jew sh viewpoint. Al
four of the gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - are concerned with
t he gospel of the kingdom Luke certainly presents Christ's Kkingship,

diety, and ministry to Israel as thoroughly as do the others.

Fol | owi ng are several passages from Luke's Gospel that indicate
that he was Jewi sh and thus had a thorough and accurate background in
the A d Testanent scriptures.

In Luke 1:1-4, he refers to "...those things which are surely

bel i eved anong us." If this book primarily concerns God's nessage to

Israel, the us nmust refer to Jews. Verse two says, "Even as they (the

apostles), delivered themunto us..." The twel ve apostles did not
deliver these things to Gentiles, but to the children of Israel. (See
1:16)

In Luke 1:5-8 we have the account of the priest Zacharias, of the
course (famly) of Abia (Abijah). Verse eight states that "...he
executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course.™
Note that in | Chronicles 24:1-19 David had divided the priests into

twenty-four orders (or courses). "...the orderings of themin their
service to come into the house of the Lord."” (verse 19) Zacharias was
of the eighth order, Abijah (verse 10). Just this one short account
shows Luke's know edge of Israel's priesthood, geneal ogy, and priestly
duties which were definitely foreign to Gentiles.

The foll owi ng verses show the "perfect understanding" (Luke 1:3)

t hat
Luke had of Israel's prophecies and their fulfillment:

Luke 1:16: And many of the children of Israel shall he (John

the Baptist) turn to the Lord their GCod.

Luke 1:17: And he shall go before Hmin the spirit and power

of Elias (Elijah). (See Ml achi 4:5)

Luke 1:32-33: "...the Lord shall give unto Hmthe throne of

His father David (lsaiah 9:7): and He shall reign over the

house of Jacob forever..."

Luke 1:54-55: He has Yel ped his servant |srael, in remenbrance

of His nercy, as He spake to our fathers, to Abraham and to
his seed forever.



Luke 1:68-70: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for he hath
visited and redeened his people, and bath raised up an horn of
salvation for us in the house of his servant David; as he spake
by the nouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the

wor | d

began:

Luke 1:77-78: To give knowl edge of salvation unto his

peopl e by the rem ssion of their sins, through the
tender mercy of our CGod; whereby the dayspring from on

hi gh bath visited us.

Luke 2:21-24 gives cerenonial |aws observed -

purification, circuntision, dedication at the tenple,

sacrifice nade.

Luke 3:3 speaks of "...baptismof repentance for the

rem ssion sins.
Luke 3:23-28 gives the geneal ogy of the Lord Jesus.

Luke 4:17-19 is about Jesus preaching accoring to

| sai ah' s prophecy.
Luke 5:12-15 relates the story of a | eper cleansed, sent to

the priest to make an offering and be pronounced clean

according to Mbses' law. (Lev. 14:4)

Luke 11:1-4 gives the Kingdom prayer.

Luke 12:32-34 tells of the Kingdomto be given to the

little flock - the believing remant.

Luke 21, called the Aivet discourse, prophecies of the tribu

lation and is very simlar to Matthew 24 and Mark 13.

Luke 22:28-30 states the twel ve apostles' position in the kingdom
In the Book of Acts, we have a continuation of God's dealings

with Israel. The twel ve apostles preach the gospel of the Kingdomto
I srael . They teach and practice all that the Lord Jesus instructed them

to do. We see from Acts 21:20 that the believers of Israel were stil
observing the law of Mdses at a |late date. W do not see God begi nning
to turn fromlsrael until Paul's nministry begins (see Acts 13:46). The



bookk records Gentile salvation through Paul's mnistry, but it also
records that Paul went to the Jew sh synagogues whenever possible,
preaching Christ. Also we find himdealing with Jewish [eaders to the

very | ast passages of Acts 28.

Luke's Book of Acts was not witten froma Gentile viewpoint, but
rather froma Jew sh viewpoint. Here is where nuch confusion in
Protestantismis found. Instead of realizing that the doctrina
teachings for the Body of Christ are to be found only in Paul's
epistles, they are still teaching and practicing the things that bel ong
to the Acts period. If we are to rightly divide the Word (Il Ti nothy
2:15), we nust see the difference between the gospel of the Kingdom
with its ordi nances, mracles, and signs, and the gospel of the grace
of God which Paul also called "nmy gospel” (Il Tinothy 2:8). In this
gospel salvation is by grace through faith in the death, burial and
resurrection of Christ (I Cor. 15:1-4) Signs, mracles, and | aw

observances are not. for us today.

In summary, we may concl ude concerning Luke's nationality that
since he was witing fromthe Jew sh viewpoint, recording Israel's
hi story, prophecies, and God's dealings with themin his lifetinme, then
he nust have been of Jewi sh ancestry. God chose himfor this great
responsibility just as he chose the other witers of Scripture who were
al so of Israel and had a know edge of the revelations that God made to
that nation. Psalm 147:19 states, "He sheweth Hs Wrd unto Jacob, H's
statues and Hi s judgnents to Israel. He bath not dealt so with any

nation: and as for H's judgnents they have not known them™



